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I  
am pleased to present this second 

edition of the 2011 Woodford RSL Sub
-Branch newletter, which started -out 

to be somewhat shorter than the 
previous one.   No so!   From a Committee 
perspective, the Executive have been away 

at various times thoughout the first six -
months of the year travelling and partaking 

in other vocations.   In spite of this, there 
was always somebody at the helm.  
 

State Congress and AGM 
were held in Brisbane over 

period 17 -19 June at which 
the Sub -Branch was 
represented by Jeff and 

Desley Salmon.   Our 
congratulations are 

extended to Terry Meehan 
as the newly -elected State 

President of the RSL.    
 
ANZAC Day ...    ANZAC 

Day was the major event 
for the first half of the year, 

and after a lot of preparation, its 
culmination turned -out to be a rewarding 
and no doubt a memorable event.   Heavy 

rain, however, interrupted the main service 
which had to be moved to the Memorial 

Hall.   In the best interests of everyone, it 
was decided to cancel all outside activities 
including the march and the procession.  

Despite the changed program and the 
crowding within the hall, the Service was a 

very successful one.    Dawn Services at 
Woodford and Mount Mee went well and 
escaped the rain.  

 

Woodford Show ...    The Woodford Show 

on 24th and 25th June saw Steve, Esther, 
Nicholas and Danielle Caldwell man the Sub

-Branch coffee stand.   They were on the go 
and on their feet for pretty -much the entire 
duration of the show and did a sterling job 

providing a coffee - fix to all those who 
needed it.   Congratulations to the Caldwells 

for doing such a superb job not only in 
running the stand, but also in its preparat -
ion.   Your efforts did not go unnoticed.  

 
Fundraising ...    The 

ubiquitous weekly pub raffles 
and monthly sausage sizzles 
continue however due to 

recent member abenteeism, 
staffing has been stretched 

somewhat.   The Sub -Branch 
sausage sizzle offers a 

gourmet of choices including 
steaks cooked to order as well 
as the standard óno-frillsô 

sausage and onions on a slice 
of bread.   Or you can order a 

ôCollins Classô sanger which has the lot!!  
Manning these fundraising activities do not 
take a great deal of time or effort so if any 

members would like to give a little of their 
time to assist, it would be most appreciated.    

Please contact Ron.  
 
Vietnam Veteranôs Day and the 

Anniversary of Long Tan ...    2011 marks 
the 45th anniversary of the Battle of Long 

Tan.  This event will be commemorated 
along with Vietnam Veteranôs Day on 
Thursday 18th August with the Service 

being to be held  at the Woodford Memorial 

Mission Statement 
 

To actively provide support and  welfare services to veterans, ex-service and 

serving members of the Australian & Allied Defence Forces who are 

residents within our community, in accordance with the rules and objectives 

of the Returned and Services League of Australia, Queensland Branch. 
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Park commencing at 11:00am.   Afterwards 

members and guests are cordially invited to 
join the Committee for a subsidised lunch at 

the Woodford Village Hotel.   
 
Sub - Branch Web Site ...    I had commenc -

ed working on the new site in early May with 
the intent of finishing it after my return from 

overseas in late June, but unfortunately I 
havenôt had the opportunity to do so.   But it 
will happen.  

 
Signage ï Leopard Tank ...    The Sub -

Branch is in the process of having a viewing 
podium made for the Leopard Tank which 

hopefully will be in place for Vietnam 

Veteransô Day.    The podium will comprise a 
powder -coated panel embossed with the 

tankôs  specifications which will be affixed to 
a one -metre curved stand.  
 

Newsletter Input ...    Should anyone have 
any input for the newsletter, please pass it 

on to me.  
 
Lance Haslewood  

Secretary  
5496 4381  

0414 295 888  
lanceh@zeta.org.au  

From the Presidentõs Desk ...... 
 

W 
ith ANZAC Day well-and-truly behind us, itõs now time to think about 
Vietnam Veteransõ Day and the Commemoration of the Battle of Long Tan on 
18th August.    This yearõs Services will mirror much of last years event with 
the exception of the post-service lunch which will be held at the Woodford 

Village Hotel.   The lunch will be subsidised by the Sub-Branch.   I look forward to joining 
members, family and guests at this yearõs event. 
 

By the time you receive this newsletter, Splendour In The Grass will be well underway.    The 
population (and traffic) in the Woodford area is going to increase considerably during this 
event and many of the visitors will flock into Woodford for supplies and the like.    The Sub-
Branch considers that this presents an excellent opportunity to fund-raise, and as such, will 
run a BBQ/sausage sizzle at the IGA from Thursday 28th July to 30th July, Friday.   Having 
the BBQ/sausage sizzle run for three days is going to stretch the manpower resources of the 
Sub-Branch and therefore I am seeking assistance from members to assist.   If you can do so, 
please contact either myself or Graham Bleakley.    If you are unable to assist and are in the 
area of the IGA during those three days, be sure to call by and say hello.  
 

You will have noticed on Page 8 the upcoming social event on Saturday 27 August.   This will 
be an excellent opportunity to mix with members of the Woodford Lions Club as well as with 
members of the Sub-Branch and therefore I encourage members to attend. 
 

Although the finer details of the function have yet to be finalised, Iõm sure that is will be a 
memorable and an entertaining evening. 
 

On behalf of the Committee and Members, I extend my best wishes to Norm Leibick who has 
recently been ill and hospitalised.   We wish you all the very best for a speedy recovery. 
 

Ron. 
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TANK TAKES A HIT  

Vandals recently left their mark on the Leopard tank 
by breaking -off one of its fixtures.  Thankfully they 

didnôt destroy or remove the fixture altogether which 
was able to be repaired and replaced by Graham 

Bleakley.    Naturally we (Committee) are concerned 
at the vunlerability and the assessibility of the tank 

and we are aware that from time - to - time it may fall 

victim to vandalism.   Letôs hope not! 

UPCOMING & PAST EVENTS  

 
Sat 28 May  Glasshouse Mountains Annual Reunion Luncheon.  

Sat 04 Jun  Monthly Sausage Sizzle, IGA.  
Sat 11 Jun  Monthly General Meeting.  

Fri -Sun 17 -19 Jun  State Congress, Brisbane.  
Fri -Sat 24 -25 Jun  Woodford Show (Coffee Shop).   

Sat 25 Jun  Caboolture, Morayfield and District Sub -Branch óFriends and 
Neighboursô day.    

Sun 26 Jun  Executive meeting with Citizenôs Auxiliary. 
Sat 02 Jul  Monthly Sausage Sizzle, IGA.  

Sat 09 Jul  Monthly General Meeting.  
Thu/Fri/Sat  Sausage Sizzle, IGA.  

28/29/30 Jul   
Sat 30 Jul  Maroochy, Yandina -Eumundi Sub -Branches Annual Reunion 

Luncheon.   11:30am for 12 Noon.  

Thu 04 Aug  Caboolture, Morayfield and District Sub -Branch óFriends and 
Neighboursô day.   11:00am to 2:20pm. 

Sat 6th Aug  Bribie Island Sub -Branch Annual Reunion Luncheon.  
12 Noon for 12:30pm.  

Sat 06 Aug  Monthly Sausage Sizzle, IGA.  
Sat 13 Aug  Monthly General Meeting.  

Thu 18 Aug  Vietnam Veteranôs Day and Anniversary of the Battle of Long 
Tan.  Service commences at 11:00am.  

Sat 27 Aug  Combined RSL -Lions Fund -Raising Dinner.   Woodford Golf 
Club.   See more Page 7.  

PROPOSED NEW PREMISES  

 
Not a great deal of information to report in regards to the proposed new premises 

apart from notification that an impact study is to be carried out by the Moreton Bay 
Regional Council (MBRC).   It is understood that it is MBRCôs aim to have the 

premises completed by the end of 2011.  
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All correspondence to: The Secretary 

Woodford RSL Sub-Branch Inc 

PO Box 1212 

WOODFORD  QLD  4514 

Premises:  

344 Durundur Street 

WOODFORD  QLD  4514 

      

Honorary Patron: Mr Bill Warman 07 5496 4513 

President: Mr Ron Nipperess 07 5496 3109 

0407 663 566 

nipper@matilda.net.au 

Vice President: Mr George Cox 07 5498 2103 

coxmarg@bigpond.com 

Secretary: 
Newsletter/Web Editor: 
Membership 2: 

Mr Lance Haslewood  07 5496 4381 

0414 295 888 

lanceh@zeta.org.au 

Trfeasurer: 
Membership 1: 

Mr Graham Bleakley 07 5496 1424 

0408 281 225 

barb_graham@bigpond.com 

Committee:      

Committee: Mr Jim Bennett 0419 741 318 

Committee: 
Community Link: 

Mr Ray Schablon 

Mr Allan Handsley 

07 5496 1119 

07 5496 3033 

Membership: Mr Lance Haslewood 07 5496 4381 

0414 295 888 

Property: Mr Steve Caldwell 07 5496 4125 

SCRD Delegate: Mr Jeff Salmon 07 5496 1824 

Welfare Member: Vacant (Service provided by SCRD Outreach) 

Honorary Auditor: Mr Brian Axelsen 07 5495 2801 

 

Committee, Woodford RSL Sub -Branch Inc Citizenôs Auxiliary, 2011 

      

President: Mr Ron Rowlings 07 5496 4008 

Vice President: Mrs Moya Handsley 07 5496 3033 

Secretary: Mrs Desley Salmon 07 5496 1824 

Treasurer: Mrs Dorothy Clayton 07 5496 4154 

      

All Correspondence to: The Secretary 

Woodford RSL Citizenôs Auxiliary 

PO Box 1212 

WOODFORD  QLD  4514 

Premises: 
344 Durundur Street 
WOODFORD  QLD  4514 

Committee, Woodford RSL Sub -Branch Inc, 2011  
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FOR VALOUR  
AIR VC  

Flight Sergeant Ron Middleton  
 

F 
light Sergeant (FSGT) Rawdon Hume 'Ron' 
Middleton VC was born in Waverley, Sydney on 

22 July 1916, and spent his early years in the 
Central Western district of New South Wales.   He was 

a great -nephew of the colonial explorer, Hamilton 
Hume.    Ron was an athletic young man who excelled 

in cricket and rugby football at school.   After leaving 

school, he worked for a time as a jackaroo at Leewang 
Station near Yarrabandai in NSW, a large grazing 

property his father managed.  
  

Ron enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force on 14 
October 1940 and trained as a pilot in the Empire Air Training Scheme.   He 

undertook initial flying training at No. 5 Elementary Flying Training School (5 EFTS) 

Narromine, NSW, and did advanced training in Canada.   In February 1942 he 
joined No 149 Squadron of the Royal Air Force, flying as second pilot on Short 

Stirling bombers.   By July of that year he was appointed aircraft captain and flew 
his first raid as a pilot - in -command against Düsseldorf.  
  

On 28 November 1942, FSGT Middleton was captain and first pilot of a Stirling 

Bomber (Serial No BF372) tasked to do a night bombing run on the Fiat works at 
Turin in Italy.   It was his twenty -ninth combat sortie, one short of the thirty 

required for completion of a 'tour' and mandatory rotation off combat operations.   
  

FSGT Middleton and his crew arrived above Turin after a difficult flight over the alps 

where he had difficulty clearing them due to their height.   Contributing to this was 
low combat ceiling of the Stirling, the exceptionally heavy bomb and fuel load 

carried and poor weather.   There was a time when Middleton thought he'd lost the 
target due to heavy cloud, but surprisingly Middleton was right -on the target area.  
 

Middleton made three low - level passes over the target to identify it which lead to 
excessive fuel consumption leaving barely sufficient fuel for the return journey to 

England.   On the third of these passes his aircraft was hit by heavy and sustained 
anti -aircraft fire and a splinter from a shell burst through the cockpit wounding 

himself, the second pilot and the wireless operator.   Middleton suffered numerous 
grievous wounds, including shrapnel wounds to the arms, legs, abdomen and head, 

leaving his right eye destroyed and the bone above it exposed.   His jaw was also 
shattered.  
  

As a result of his woulds, FSGT Middleton became unconscious and the aircraft 
dived to 800 feet before control was regained by the second pilot who took it up to 

1500 feet and released the bombs, the aircraft meanwhile being hit many times by 
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light flak.   On regaining consciousness, FSGT Middleton again took the controls and 

expressed his intention of trying to make the English coast, so that his crew could 
bail out.  
 

Middleton was in severe pain and was barely able to see.   He had blood all over his 

body from his wounds and had extreme difficulty in breathing.    Middleton must 
have known that his own chances of survival were slim, but he was nonetheless 

determined to fly his crippled bomber home and return his crew to safety.   During 
the return flight he frequently said over the intercom, "I'll make the English Coast.   

I'll get you home".  
 

After four hours of agony and having his aircraft further damaged by flak over 

France, Middleton reached the coast of England with five minutes of fuel remaining.   
At this point he turned the aircraft parallel to the coast and ordered his crew to bail 

out.   Five of his crew did so and landed safely, but his front gunner and flight 
engineer remained with him to offer encouragement for a forced landing on the 

coast, something he must have known would have risked extensive civilian 

casualties.   Eventually they too bailed out, but did not survive the night in the 
English Channel.   Middleton stayed with the aircraft which crashed into the 

Channel.   His body was washed ashore on 1 February 1943 some two months 
following the ditching.  
 

FSGT Middleton was determined to attack the target regardless of the 

consequences and not to allow the crew to fall into enemy hands.   While all the 
crew displayed heroism of a high order, the urge to do so came from FSGT 

Middleton, whose fortitude and strength -of -will made possible the completion of the 

mission.   His devotion to duty in the face of overwhelming odds is unsurpassed in 
the annals of the Royal Air Force and the Royal Australian Air Force.   FSGT 

Middleton was awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross, gazetted on 13 January 1943.  
  

The last line of his Victoria Cross Citation reads: óHis devotion to duty in the face of 
overwhelming odds is unsurpassed in the annals of the Royal Air Forceô. 
  

Flight Sergeant Rawdon Hume Middleton VC was posthumously promoted to Pilot 
Officer and is buried at Beck Row, Bury Street, Edmunds, Suffolk.   His Victoria 

Cross and uniform are displayed at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.  
 

 

  

 
Victoria Cross  

 

 1939 -  1945 Star  

 Aircrew Europe Star  

 War Medal 1939 -  1945  

 Australian Service Medal 1939 -  1945  
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2011 celebrates 100 years of the 
Royal Australian Navy.  One 
hundred years ago, on 10 July, 
1911 King George V granted the 
title Royal Australian Navy to 
what had hitherto been known 
as the Commonwealth Naval 
Forces. 
 

Australiaôs Navy has been 
serving Australia with pride since 
Federation.   It first came into 
being as the Commonwealth 
Naval Forces on 1 March 1901, 
as a small coastal defence force.   
In 1909, in response to 
increasing international tensions 
and the recognition that Australia 
needed to  assume fu l l 
responsibility for its broader 
maritime defence, the nation 
embarked on a significant naval 
expansion program. Its aim was 
to create a national navy 
capable of both defending 
Australiaôs maritime interests 
and contributing to regional 
defence. 
 

To reflect this responsibility and 
maturity, on 10 July 1911, King 
George V approved Australiaôs 



request to have the óRoyalô prefix attached to the Navyôs title. This was promulgated on 5 October 
1911, with the Commonwealth Naval Forces from this time known as the Royal Australian Navy. 
 

Australiaôs new fleet took several years to build but, on 4 October 1913, the powerful flagship 
HMAS_Australia led a force of cruisers and destroyers into Sydney Harbour for the first time. The 
Australian Fleet was greeted by thousands of cheering citizens lining the foreshores; a moment 
of great national pride and importance, one recognised as a key symbol of Australiaôs progress to 
nationhood. 
 

Less than a year later, as war loomed, the fleet was completed with the arrival of Australiaôs first 
submarines. The Royal Australian Navy went on to play a full and active part in defeating or 
deterring forces which threatened our national maritime interests during World War I. 
 
The Royal Australian Navy has served with distinction during World War II, the Korean and Viet-
nam conflicts, and more recently, the Middle East. 
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HMAS Australia  
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SubïBranch:    Second Saturday of the month at 344 Durunda Street,  
     Woodford commencing 0930.   Next meeting, 13 August. 
 
Citizenôs Auxiliary:  Third Saturday of the month at 344 Durunda Street,  
     Woodford commencing 0930.   Next meeting, 20 August.
     There is no meeting in January.  

IGA SAUSAGE SIZZLE  

02 JULY 2011 

  

Allan Handsley 

Ron Nipperess 

Ron Rowlings 

Norm Leibick and Dorothea Clayton man the Citizenôs Auxiliary Raffle Stand 

02 July 2011 
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A Pictorial ~ State Congress & AGM  
17 -19 June 2011  


