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News items from around the district  

 

June -July 2011  

2011 State Congress  

 
Brisbane Convention  
& Exhibition Centre  
Cnr Merivale & Glenelg Sts 
South Bank QLD 4101 

Friday 17th June  to  

Sunday 19th June 2011 

39 SUNSHINE COAST  
REGIONAL DELGATES 
TO ATTEND 96th RSL  
AN N U AL  G E N E R A L 
MEETING & STATE  
CONGRESS  
 
The 96th RSL Annual  
General Meeting and State 
Congress will be held in 
Brisbane over the weekend 
of June 17th-19th, and will 
focus on new leadership 
and positive change.  
Approximately 440 RSL 
delegates, 39 will be from 
the RSL Sunshine Coast 
Regional District, along with 
leaders and guests from 
around the State will gather 
in Bulimba this weekend, for 
the Off ic ial  Opening  
Ceremony.  

The final hurrah for 
Mudjimba RSL  
LAST drinks were called this week at the  

Mudjimba RSL.  

The popular ï but not popular enough ï club has  

been forced to close its doors after a steady  

decline in member numbers and regular patrons.  

Member numbers had dropped by half from more  

than 700 to just more than 300 in recent years.  

But there wasnôt any shortage of numbers on 

Sunday afternoon, when hundreds of members  

and guests filled the bar and beer garden for  

last hurrah for the club that first opened its doors  

in 1981.  

Among those saying goodbye was Gordon Fawcett  

who said the Mudjimba community had lost ña unique piece of Australianaò. 

ñThereôs no other licensed venue where families can actually interact and know that their children 

are in a safe environment,ò he said. ñThis communityôs going to miss that.ò 

Mr Fawcett said some club regulars would probably start meeting at each otherôs houses. 

Sub -branch president Bob Cody said the club had suffered similarly to other small clubs on the  

Sunshine Coast during an overarching economic downturn that has meant a significant fall in patron  

numbers over the past few years.  

ñThe club has not been trading in profit and this situation is just not sustainable,ò Mr Cody said. 

He said the social club would have been insolvent by the end of the year if it continued operating  

ñThe regulars that we get love the place and they are great,ò Mr Cody said. ñBut thereôs not enough 

of them. Weôve advertised, weôve done everything.ò 

While the bar, games room and TAB closed on Tuesday 31 May 2011, the Cottonwood St building still hosts 

the  RSL Sub -branch and Womenôs Auxiliary. 

Jason Fogg, Snowy Woodley, Bill Baker, Emma King, Yve  
Stephenson, Carol Figg, Jodi Fogg and Andrew Stephens  
share a drink at the Mudjimba RSL wake.  

2nd June 2011  

 



      70th Anniversary of the Battle of Crete.  

April and May of this year marked the 70th anniversary of the  
Battle of Crete.  When German forces invaded Greece in April 
1941, they faced poorly equipped Greek, British, Australian and 
New Zealand troops. The troops conducted a fighting withdrawal 
towards beaches near Athens where they were evacuated. Many 
were taken to Crete where they faced a German airborne invasion 
and on May 20 were defeated after 10 days of fighting. Of the 
6,500 Australian that served in Crete, 274 were killed in action, 
507 were wounded, and 3102 were held as prisoners of war. Only 
16, 500 of the 33, 000 Allied troops in Crete were successfully 
evacuated. The Australiaôs Federal Guard (AFG) contingent was 
deployed to Greece on May 15 in order to commemorate the 70

th
 

anniversary of the Battle of Greece and Crete. Between May 18 
and 22 the AFG contingent conducted numerous memorial services in Greece. On May 20 Minister for Veteransô Affairs,  
Warren Snowdon, led the commemorative ceremony at the Hellenic-Australian Memorial in Rthymno, Crete. He was 
joined by Deputy Chief of the Australian Army Major General Paul Symon, along with six Australian veterans and a contin-
gent of the AFG. Mr Snowdon said that sacrifice made by Commonwealth forces was extraordinary and commemorating 
the event important as the airborne invasion of Crete was unlike any other in history. ñWe are here to pay homage to the 
sacrifices that our soldiers made as part of our national story,ò Mr Snowdon said. 

While in Rethymno, Mr Snowdon will also officially open an exhibition featuring memorabilia and photographs from the  
Battle of Crete collected by the Australian War Memorial, the Greek War Museum and from the private collection of avid 
local collector.  

The Ghanôs ANZAC Tribute 

The Ghanôs ANZAC Tribute kicked off for the first time this year with a four day 
journey through the heart of Australia that commemorated the glories and  
sacrifices of the Australian Armed Forces during the Second World War.   The 
Ghan has had a long association with the service men and women of the  
Australian Armed Forces; during the Second World War it played a vital role in 
transporting service men and women to the north of the country.   Raising vital 
funds and awareness for the RSL, the journey departed from Adelaide on April 
23 and arrived in Darwin on April 26.   The highlight of the journey was a 

 traditional Dawn Service on ANZAC Hill in Alice Springs, and at the Adelaide River War Cemetery guests were 
able to pay their respects to the fallen, before arriving into the final destination of Darwin, which bore the largest 
attack ever mounted by a foreign power against Australia.   Chief Executive of Great Southern Rail, Tony Brax-
ton-Smith, said he was excited to see The Ghan returning to its roots and  
working with the Returned Services League of Australia on what is set to become an annual commemoration of 
Australiaôs military history.   Chief Executive Officer of the RSL (Queensland Branch), and National Marketing 
Representative, Chris McHugh CSC said that The Ghan, ñis a commendable initiative by the Great Southern 
Rail, as it offers RSL members and the greater community, an ANZAC commemoration to  remember for a life 
time. This event has the potential to grow in its popularity.ò  

Indigenous Veteransô honoured during Reconciliation Week 

 

The fifth annual Indigenous Veteransô Ceremony was held by RSL (Queensland 
Branch) on June 1 at ANZAC Square, in Brisbaneôs CBD. The ceremony officially  
recognised all current and ex-serving Indigenous Veteransô during the 15th annual 
Reconciliation Week. 

The ceremony, organised together with the Department of Veteransô Affairs, has  
become an important part of Reconciliation Week as well as the RSLôs support of the 
Indigenous community. The Governor of Queensland, members of the Defence Force, 
Indigenous groups, school children and the family members of Veteransô attended to 
acknowledge the role all current and ex-serving Indigenous men and women played in 
the freedom all Australians enjoy today.  

 



Maleny RSL Sub Branch nominates for a Glossy Award 
 
The Living Smart Awards, or more affectionately referred to as óThe Glossiesô, are regarded as the 
Sunshine Coastôs premier accolade recognising and celebrating sustainability achievements of 
Sunshine Coast residents, businesses and community groups in building design and construction, 
edible landscaping, sustainable transport and resource management.   

 

Coolum/Peregian receives letter of  
Thanks for Internet Kiosk  

 
Dear Broadband for Seniors Participants and Volunteers 
 
I am writing to express my appreciation for your support of the 
Broadband for Seniors initiative. 
 
There are now 2,000 kiosks established across Australia, offer-
ing seniors regular access to computers and broadband inter-
net.  On my travels around the nation, I have met many older 
people for whom these kiosks are an essential resource; help-
ing them to build confidence, establish new connections and, 
most importantly, stay in touch with family and friends. 
 
It is only through the hard work and dedication of the kiosk 
hosts and volunteer tutors that this initiative has been such a 
great success. 
 
I am pleased to advise that the Government will invest a further 
$10.4 million to keep supporting your kiosk and the other 
Broadband for Seniors kiosks already established across the 
country. 
 
I want to thank you for your participation in this important  
initiative and I look forward to hearing about your continued 
success. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Jenny Macklin  
Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and  
Indigenous Affairs. 

The Coolum RSL Sub Branch gave the Coolum 
High School grade 11 students $500 towards 
their trip to Canberra over Easter. The Students 
attended the dawn service and a visit to the 
War museum. 
 
Upon their return they came to our Monthly 
meeting and gave us a photo presentation plus 
each student spoke on what was their high light 
was of the trip. A presentation was made to our 
Sub Branch by the students. 
 
After the presentation members sat down at 6 
tables with students at all 6 tables and talked 
about a lot of issues. Very moving for the stu-
dents and also very moving for us the members  




