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News items from around the district  

 

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2011 

14th RSL (Queensland Branch) State President  

Since the last edition of our newsletter, Mr Terry Meehan was announced as the 14th RSL 
(Queensland Branch) State President at the 96th RSL Annual General Meeting and State 
Congress which was held in Brisbane over the 17-19th of June 2011.   Voted in by the RSL 
Sub Branches, Mr Meehan believes that it is vital that the RSL continues to focus on  
gaining a younger membership while continuing to focus on offering advocacy welfare  
services.   Mr Meehan is a member of the RSL Sunshine Coast & Regional District,  
Maroochydore Sub Branch.   He has had a variety of appointments  with the RSL.   These 
include Sub Branch Presidency, Sub Branch Advocate and Delegate and District Vice  
Presidency.   He has advised in various forums and committees some of these include the VVCS Regional  
Consultative Forum, National Veteransô Affairs Committee, Advocates and Pensions Officers Forum. 
On behalf on the Sunshine Coast & Regional District we wish Terry all the success in his newly appointed position. 

Big Sky Publishing - August 2011 Releases - Four New Titles -  

1 Lie Catcher, 2 I Confess, 3 Sir William Glasgow and 4 Letters from Timor. 

http://www.bigskypublishing.com.au/index.php  

Korean Veteransô Day 
July 27 marked Korean Veteransô Day, remembering Australian men and women 

who served in the Korean War. 

Between June 1950 and July 1953, Australian troops fought to bring peace to 

the people of South Korea. Often referred to as the ñForgotten Warò more than 

17,000 Australians served, with casualties numbering more than 1,200, of which 

339 were killed and 43 of which remain listed as missing in action.  

 Nearly four million Koreans and Chinese, of whom more than half were Korean civilians, lost their lives.  

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the Battle of Maryang San - the greatest single achievement of the  

Australian Army during the War.  

On 5 October 1951, Australians soldiers fought through rugged terrain to capture the Chinese frontline.  

After three days of fighting against superior enemy numbers, they gained and secured the Maryang San hills. Two 

previous attempts by American forces had failed. Of the Australian soldiers that served, 20 killed and 104 wounded.  

Minister for Veteransô Affairs, Mr Warren Snowdon, said the battle was significant as it was thought to be the last 

chance for the UN forces to establish strong defensive positions before the ceasefire and armistice negotiations. 

ñThe Australians fought with great courage and resolve in helping to ensure the freedom of the South Korean people. 

It is important we remember those who served, especially those who lost their lives,ò Mr Snowdon said.  

http://www.bigskypublishing.com.au/index.php


 

Commemoration Service  
10.00am - 
7th September 2011  
Sub Branch  
War Memorial   
Pacific Blvd, Buddina  

 

70th ANNIVERSARY OF WOMENôS SERVICES 
 

 

This year heralds 70 years since the formation of three specific military services for the 

women of Australia. 

The first of the services to be formed, the Womenôs Australian Auxiliary Air Force 

(WAAAF) was established in February 1941, the Womenôs Royal Australian Naval Service 

(WRANS) was formed in April 1941 and the Australian Army Womenôs Service, later 

known as the Australian Womenôs Army Service (AWAS) was established, seventy years 

ago today. 

Commemorating the occasion, the Minister for Veteransô Affairs, Warren Snowdon, today said that the forces were originally 

formed to release men from certain military duties to allow their deployment in fighting units overseas. 

ñDuring the Second World War more than 27,000 women joined the ranks of the WAAAF. The women who joined were 

posted across the country, from north Queensland to Western Australia, they served at RAAF bases, flight training schools 

and factories,ò Mr Snowdon said. 

ñThese women played a vital role in the war effort despite not being allowed to fly or serve outside Australia. They worked in 

a range of areas such as radio telephony, signals, radar operations, flight mechanics and electrics, meteorology, catering and  

administration. 

The WRANS was formed, initially to provide women to undertake driving, office duties and catering services. By the end of 

the war their role was expanded to include work in technical areas such as protecting ships from magnetic mines, intelligence 

and cryptanalysis. 

ñOver 2,000 women served with the WRANS during the Second World War, and after a short stand-down after the war, the 

service continued to support the Royal Australian Navy in non-seagoing roles until the mid 1980s,ò Mr Snowdon said. 

The formation of the AWAS was authorised on 13 August 1941. 

ñThe AWAS took on more than 21,000 women for roles in anti-aircraft and coastal artillery, ordnance, cipher, electrical,  

intelligence and mechanical units, as clerks, typists and cooks, parachute folders, drivers and butchers during the Second 

World War,ò Mr Snowdon said. 

Similar to the WRANS, the AWAS was disbanded after the war but reinstated in 1951 as the Women's Royal Australian 

Army Corps (WRAAC). In the late 1970s female soldiers began to be integrated into the Army at large and in early 1984, the 

WRAAC was disbanded. 

Caloundra RSL Sub-Branch 

65th Birthday Reunion  

 

We invite 

 Members & Partners 

To join in the fun 

 

Saturday 1st October 

6.30 for 7.00pm 

Cost $40.00 per head 

Caloundra RSL 

19 West Tce. Caloundra 4551 

 

Great Raffle Prizes 

Dress:  BLACK TIE + Miniatures 

 

RSVP:-19TH SEPT 2011  

19 West Tce, Caloundra 4551. 

 

All monies to be paid with bookings, 

no monies collected on the night. 

 

Weôll see you there.  
LADIES DRESS UP TOO 



Nambour State School 

Building Bridges to Bright Futures 

The President 

Mr Kerry Cook 

Sunshine Coast & Regional District Inc. 

 

Dear Kerry, 

On behalf of Nambour State School I would like to thank  the Sunshine Coast & Regional District for the funding to build 

our new Memorial Garden. 

Thank you also to the members who attended our Memorial Garden Official Opening,  it certainly helped to make the event 

even more special for the students and staff. 

It will be a special place for our school community for generations to come, and now provides us with a beautiful space to 

hold memorial services on ANZAC Day. 

Thank you again 

Mary McMahon 

Principal Nambour State School 

SCRD District Welfare & Community Fund Projects 

Dedication of the ñPoppy Roomò Sunshine Coast Hospice - Katie Rose Cottage 



SCRD District Welfare & Community Fund Projects 

The unveiling of the New Blackall Range Care Group Building 

IT WAS a bittersweet moment for Peregian Springs 

Country Club resident Ann Hatten when a project 

started by her late husband Athol came to fruition at the 

retirement village recently. 

Before Athol died, he had begun getting support to build 

a memorial stone and flagpole at the village to allow 

elderly and disabled residents, unable to travel to Coast 

RSL venues, to hold their own Anzac Day and  

Remembrance Day services.   

When Athol passed away two years ago the project 

lapsed until friend and fellow retirement village  

resident Brian Iselin took up the cause. 

The stone and flagpole, which were funded by a grant 

from the Sunshine Coast RSL, were officially commissioned recently at a ceremony attended by RSL officials, 

state MP Glen Elmes and country club residents. 

Ann said her husband, who served in the air force for 23 years and was the Coolum Peregian RSL welfare and 

pensions officer, would have been thrilled to see the project completed.ñThis would have been a great day for 

Athol,ò she said.ñHe would be just looking down today, I think, very proud.ò 


